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Since the democratization of Indonesia in 1998, political families have gradually increased in
number, both at the national and local levels. At the national level, there are cases where
children and relatives of current or former presidents, ministers, and party leaders have
assumed important political positions. The positions include vice president, ministers,

members of parliament, senior executives in party leadership, and even as regional



government heads—governors, district heads, mayors—and local legislators. At the local level,
some current or former regional government heads use their influence to help their family
members become regional government heads, local legislators, party branch executives, and

in some cases, members of parliament.

The paper presents an overview and details of these political families in Indonesia, using the
latest data from the personal profiles of members of parliament elected in the February 2024
general election and governors elected in the November 2024 regional government head
election. It also sheds light on the origins of these political families, the background of their
political rise, the geographical limitations of their influence, and the sustainability of their

power—whether they have managed to maintain political influence across generations.

Furthermore, through case studies of several political families, this paper discusses the
following characteristics of political families and political dynasty in Indonesia:

1. The increase in the number of political families in Indonesia does not necessarily lead
to the formation of “political dynasty,” controlling strong political and economic
power over generations.

2. On the contrary, political competition among political families tends to prevent the
formation and continuity of a political dynasty.

3. The decline of a political family is not only caused by the rise of rival families but also
due to voter evaluation against corruption and lack of governance capability.

4. There is regional diversity in the scope and continuity of political families.

These characteristics of political families and political dynasty in Indonesia are largely
attributed to the process of democratization, particularly the democratic election

system and rules.



